
International Criteria for Lay Salvatorian Membership
“Work and do good with unbounded trust in God, and always do what you consider to be the best and most useful; go quietly forward trusting in the Lord, but have in mind at all times only God's glory and the salvation of souls.” (SD Part 1,184) 

We, Lay Salvatorians are persons who have God at the center of our lives. We are people who have the ability to lead; transforming our environment by the way we live. We are defenders of life, human rights and all of God's creation. We are people who, with our life, give testimony of God's kingdom and find strength by sharing in spiritual community with other Salvatorians.

During the process of being formed as a Lay Salvatorian, the following qualities must become evident:

· The ability to evangelize in one's environment, job or profession

· A preferential option for the poor

· The ability to embrace the life, ideals and spirit of Fr. Jordan

· The ability to see oneself as a member of the Church and have an attitude that is a universal, ecumenical, missionary and prophetic

· The ability to live, celebrate and deepen one's understanding of Eucharist and the Sacraments

· Active participation in apostolic ministry in the Church and civil society.

· Active participation with other members or groups of the Salvatorian Family 

International Guidelines for Formation of Lay Salvatorians

The process of becoming a Lay Salvatorian is completed through various stages; the progression of each stage must be at the discernment of both the individual and the Lay Community:

1. The Interested Person stage is a period of time (minimum of one year) when one is journeying with Salvatorians to discern if God is calling him or her to a deeper relationship with God as a Lay Salvatorian, following the vision of Father Jordan and Blessed Mary of the Apostles. 
2. The Candidate stage is a period of time (minimum of one year; however, no longer than three years) when primary and deeper formation takes place. There are various topics learned: 

· Basic formation in the Holy Scripture.

· Practical formation in prayer.

· Identity of Laity.

· Knowledge of national and international social, political, economic and ecological issues with attentiveness to the signs of the times

· Knowledge of the life and work of Fr. Francis Jordan and Blessed Mary of the Apostles.

· Salvatorian charism, mission, spirituality and identity. 

· Preparation for apostolic life.  

· Participation in the larger Lay Salvatorian Community.

Through the discernment of both the Candidate and the Lay Salvatorian Community, a decision is made concerning a commitment to the Lay Salvatorians and their mission. 

3. When a commitment is made, the Candidate becomes a Lay Salvatorian and is expected to participate in apostolic ministry, individual and community prayer.

The Lay Salvatorian Community has an obligation to each Lay Salvatorian to provide ongoing formation on a regular basis. Each Lay Salvatorian has a responsibility to participate in ongoing formation and to aid the community in providing ongoing formation.

Although a Candidate may choose not to make a commitment, he or she is welcome to continue his or her journey with the Lay Salvatorians. However, he or she is unable to hold any office and has no active or passive voice in decision-making, elections or votes. In addition, the Lay Salvatorian Community has the responsibility to discern whether that person’s continued participation is beneficial for the total community.
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