Salvatorian Association for Social Advancement “Cascada”

On January 1st 2009, the Association for Social Advancement “CASCADA” was born with the goal of gathering various groups of professionals in order to achieve specific missionary projects.  

The members of this group, whom we will call Professional Missionaries from now on, will participate in an active way to the realization of projects on behalf of the Association. They will work in teams with colleagues of the same profession to achieve broader projects and they will work collaboratively with other disciplines. There are also less demanding ways of belonging to Cascada: as collaborators who share the spirit or the idea of the project, or as benefactors who maintain the missionary projects financially.

The professionals who presently belong to the association are medical doctors, architects, engineers, psychologists, IT experts, health workers, economists, artists, and a growing group of university students. All are united by a passion for a great project: that of helping others to discover the love of God through witness and assistance.

The mission is directed towards human poverties: social, mental, medical, and environmental. How does Cascada intend to confront such poverty? First of all by promoting projects aimed at prevention, by working to enhance an environment which safeguards the respect and the dignity of the people who live in it. Cascada also conceives and achieves projects of professional formation aimed at truly developing those geographic areas of the planet which are most in need. 

The scope of Cascada’s missions vary from smaller, more focused operations to complex projects, in Italy and abroad, wherever there is the need for even a small glimmer of humanity.

The Origins of Cascada?

About two years ago a small group of professionals of different backgrounds began to meet through the initiative of three Lay Salvatorians – Mariella D’Angelica, Francesco Provenzano, and Giuseppe Rogolino, to share the idea of a Salvatorian apostolate based on different professional strengths and competences.

The idea was inspired by Fr. Jordan’s Society of Catholic Instruction, in which he intended to reunite those lay men and women who, through their professions, could move and operate in a particular stratum of society.

Fr. Jordan’s thought has guided the founding group through the careful analysis of his Spiritual Diary and especially of the “Voice”. These texts have helped deepen the emerging ideas of the group, by adding a great richness of meaning, and indications on how to follow the way of an apostolate that could reach everyone, in every way, with every means.

This group –  motivated by an enthusiasm and a passion for the Salvatorian charism – thought of the possibility of founding an association, exactly like the one imagined and achieved some time ago by Fr. Jordan, in the form of the Society of Catholic Instruction. The foundations were already present; all that was needed was to read the signs of our times, to pray, and to present Jordan’s idea in contemporary terms.

It was decided to work on the idea for two years, to develop the motivations, and to make those who approached us fall in love with the idea. Only in this way would it be possible to give birth to an association of this sort.

In the beginning the professionals were about ten in all, mostly architects, medical doctors, psychologists, and journalists. Right away they embraced the idea with enthusiasm and so, they began to involve their friends, colleagues, and acquaintances who felt a desire to do apostolate in their workplace. In this way, IT experts, lawyers, professional accountants, social workers, and teachers added themselves to the group. Cascada had a first group of people with whom it could share a future project.

By reading the “Voice,” the successive sharing followed Fr. Jordan’s indicated plan almost naturally, and with its exhortations the project was taking shape more distinctively.

Jordan had already built the foundations. He had done a great deal of work before us, and nothing was lost, not even more than 200 years after the birth of his idea: the Salvatorian charism, clear and profound, was applied right away. From the first meetings, the professionals grouped themselves in areas of specialization, and each person began to think about how they could be useful to achieving the idea. About every two months we held an assembly with all of the groups to share the ideas and the doubts that each one had elaborated. We Lay Salvatorians tried to serve as “simple guides,” by listening, by reading, and by interpreting all the work that came about at the light of our spirituality.

The work of comparison in these gatherings, besides advancing the Salvatorian project, gave us the opportunity to sensitize and to form the professionals in our charism.

From the various competences numerous ideas came about, but contemporaneously, we realized that the right direction and the true strength of our future association was to be found in collaboration, to convey in one mission more professionalism.

After entrusting our idea to the Founder Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan and to Blessed Mary of the Apostles in June 2008, the Salvatorian association for social advancement “Cascada” was born in January 2009. In comparison to Jordan’s original project, “Cascada” adds the direct collaboration of associates in the concrete development of the missionary projects which they themselves will realize.

The preferential option is for the poor; financial takings will be devolved to assist people and families in need. Monetary gains will go entirely towards serving various social needs and towards developing missionary projects, both near and far.

The Association will always operate on three levels: environmental, social, and foreign missions.

The profound sense of humility possessed by Fr. Jordan, to which we always need to refer, is at the base of the project. For this reason the idea of the Cascada Association is not considered definitive. It wishes rather to be a Salvatorian work in continual development, open to the contribution of all of the associates and of the Salvatorian Family.

Our motto is: “... to unite men of culture, journalists, scientists, and all men of good will to gather their strengths and to bring to the world the message of salvation” Fr. J.
Fr. Jordan’s belief that lay people, in particular scientists, university professors, writers, and journalists can have a great impact on the formation of society with their culture and their competence is also our deep conviction. Every professional in the most varied disciplines, from the medical doctor to the architect, from the journalists to the baker, each in their own workplace, can become an excellent witness of the faith.

The Salvatorian objective is always the same: so that all may... know you, the only true God, and He whom you have sent, Jesus Christ”. The solid foundations on which it is based are present instead in another of Jordan’s intuitions: to be completely contemplative and completely active.

Finally, the volunteers of Cascada will naturally draw their energy in prayer. Fr. Jordan was a man of prayer and every one of his actions was closely tied to it. He said: “If you wish to be fit for the task, if you wish to become apostles, if you wish to do great things, become men of prayer. You cannot achieve your task if you do not receive strength and grace from above. The more you turn towards the earth, the least you will accomplish your mission. The more you will turn towards heaven, the more you will” (The Voice 243).

